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22. Anthropocene regime shift: ball-and-cup depiction. Cup on

right represents a stable basin of attraction (the Holocene) and ball

on right, the state of the Earth System. Cup and ball on left represent a
ial state (the Anth ) of the Earth System. Under gradual

anthropogenic forcing, the cup becomes shallower and finally disappears

(a threshold, ¢.1950), causing ball to roll to the left (the regime shift)

into the trajectory of the Anthropocene toward a potential future b

of attraction.

Anthropocene
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Human System Ecosystem
Individuals, groups, Structure &
institutions Functions

Ecosystem
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water regulation,
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Social-Ecological System
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