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Abstract
This research aims to survey and collect information about manuscripts of Tai
Phake people. The methods of boservation participation and interview from the
fieldwork are applied in this reserch. The study shows that Tai Phake tribe, before

imerating into Assam, have cultural identity in 4 aspects i.e.

1. Identity in history and tradition in recording history, which is different from
Indian tradition
2. Indentity in tradition, rituals, ways of life. Important traditions are including
of traditional dresses, traditional foods and traditional houses. The
interesting rituals are rituals ralating to birht, marriage and death.
3. Indentity in believe in “Khwan™ and “Phi” and Buddhism
4. Indentity in language including speaking language and written language
The language indentity plays an important role in maintaining the Tai Phake culture.
It inspires Tai Phake people to produce a huge number of manuscripts. These
manuscripts can be devided in to 2 groups according to their contents i.e.
1. Religious manuscripts or Buddhist manuscripts kept in Namphake
monastery such as Tipitaka: Vinaya Abhidhamma Sutta
2. Secular manuscripts ralating to social traditions such as Lik Pu Son Lan, Lik
Hong Khwan, Lik Dharmasastra, which are kept in Tai Phake houses
The main rituals, which support the manuscript conservation, are Lu Lik ritual and Tam
Lik. These rituals reproduce a lot of manuscripts. The tecnology such as photo copy
and computer makes Tai Phake people easier to reproduce the manuscripts. This is

the way of adoptation and adaption of tecnology for religious purpose.
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