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ABSTRACT

The current research is aimed at collecting inscriptions, doing transliteration and
analyzing their contents in the districts of Na Noi and Na Muen of Nan province. After the
fieldtrips in the districts, it was found that there were a total of 128 inscribed items; 91 of
which were in Na Noi and the remaining 37 in Na Muen, dating back to 2258-2495 B.E.

The inscriptions found in the districts of Na Noi and Na Muen consisted of 3 types of
scripts including the Dhamma Lanna, the Thai Nithet and Thai ones. The Dhamma Lanna
script consists of 40 full consonant scripts, 32 abridged consonant scripts, 22 dependent
vowels scripts, 5 independent vowel scripts, 2 tone markers, other 5 makers and 10 numbers.
The forms of these scripts were not significantly changed. In terms of orthography, their
spellings were generally written based on pronunciation. However, there were certain
principles and positions of consonants and vowels. Some special orthography was also
uniquely found in both districts, rarely discovered in other localities; such as, the use of the

Hora-styled, seven-like alphabet (« )instead of using the <I>or adding the repetition mark in

similarity of the Hora-styled (<) ) alphabet or of the <"> mark when there is a need in pronouncing

a syllable or repeating it. The (*) marker, ing the dhamma-styled th a
used instead of adding the tone markers, mai ek (lfften) and mai toh (1§In) and as a sound-

stressing marker and as the (J) representing a special dependent <i > vowel script.

In terms of content, it was found that the majority of the scripts concerned the

practices of merit-making in i such as the ion or ion of monastic
buildings, the presenting of a Buddha image, the pata banner and the big drum among others
to a temple. It was also found that the givers consisted of those from the secular and monastic
sectors. The former sector included those from all walks of life, ranging from the monarch of
Nan, members of the royal household, noblemen and ordinary people.

The content in the inscriptions show that the people of Na Noi and Na Muen districts
were devout Buddhists as seen in their ubiquitous organization of Buddhist merit-making
ceremonies as a result of Buddhist beliefs in nirvana, the 5,000 year anniversary of
Buddhism, Buddhism in a future era of the Metteyya Buddha, reincarnation, merit-makings
for the dead and Buddhist angels, including other beliefs in the supernatural and horoscope.

Benefits to the two localities include providing further knowledge on the late
monarchs of Nan, ancient city administrations, monastic governance, names of ancient cities
and local criteria of month counting.
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